
Hunter 
Presbyterian Church                            
of Eastern Australia

We extend a warm welcome to all who                          
worship with us today. 

“ T r u e  w o r s h i p p e r s  w i l l  w o r s h i p  t h e  
F a t h e r  i n  s p i r i t  a n d  t r u t h ;  f o r  t h e  

F a t h e r  i s  s e e k i n g  s u c h  t o  w o r s h i p  H i m ”           
J o h n  4 : 2 3

December 2020

Directory
Minister: Rev. Robin Tso 02 4987 2093 
                  email: robin@hbpcea.org.au 
    The Manse: 155 Adelaide St., Raymond Terrace 

Session Clerk: Mr Ian Miller 02 49209435 
email: ian@hbpcea.org.au 

Deacons Clerk: Mr R. Alley 02 49828210 
   email: rndalley@gmail.com 

Postal address: 
PO Box 30 Raymond Terrace NSW 2324 

Website: http://www.hbpcea.org.au 

Live Services Call: 49050620, Passcode 12345# 
(Can be used with speaker phone) 

Live video stream: http://live.hunter.church) 
You may subscribe to the Church’s Youtube 
channel, and receive automatic notifications of 
services.  

Cardiff

3 Queens Avenue


Services: 11am and 5pm

Church locations & Service times
Raymond Terrace

155 Adelaide St.

Service at 9 am 

3/01/2015 12:02 pm
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Worship Services 

Sunday School is now in recess. It will resume next term.    

Parents are encouraged to actively instruct their 
children in the Scriptures and the Shorter Catechism 

at home as part of regular Family Worship

Lord’s Day          13th December 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day           6th December 
9am      Raymond Terrace                  Rev. Burgess 
11am     Cardiff                         Rev. Burgess 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                    Rev. Burgess

Lord’s Day          20th December 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso

Lord’s Day          27th December 
9am      Raymond Terrace                     Rev. Ball 
11am     Cardiff                            Rev. Ball 
5pm      Cardiff                       Rev. Ball
Lord’s Day            3rd January 
9am      Raymond Terrace                      Rev. Tso 
11am     Cardiff                             Rev. Tso 
  -Fellowship Lunch- 
5pm      Cardiff                        Rev. Tso



Announcements 

1. Rev Don Burgess will be giving pulpit supply on the 6th December 
whilst Rev Tso and the family are on a brief period of Leave.  He will be 
preaching on 2 Corinthians 5.18-21 and 1 Samuel 25, the Lord willing, 
and it would be beneficial and appreciated if everyone could read the 
passages in advance. 

2. Mission support for this month is for AIM (R&J Alley) 

3. The Brisbane congregation is planning an annual church camp from 
4th to 7th December. Rev. Paul Seiler, a retired Presbyterian minister, 
is the scheduled speaker.Please remember this venture and all involved 
in prayer. 

4.Pray for grace to take opportunities to share the gospel with our 
loved ones, friends & neighbours during the holiday season. 

5. Pray for travelling mercies for all those who are away over the 
summer holiday period. May the Lord refresh and "renew in strength" 
His people in readiness for the new year. 

6. Continue to pray earnestly for our aged folk, the sick & those 
experiencing other difficulties and afflictions. Remember especially 
Effie Crawley, Dorothy Upton, Peter and Judy Uren, Heather Beaton, 
Margaret Kinder, Catherine Boer, Margaret & Bruce Dunne, Adrian 
Salm and Richard Alley. 

6. For electronic and online offering: 
Electronic Funds Transfer Details: BSB: 062818 Account: 00900338  
Online Giving http://give.hunterpres.org  
(It supports debit/credit cards.)

Prayer and Bible study meetings

Prayer Meeting/Bible Study  

       -Wednesdays at 7:30pm     
       online. 

To join electronically, go to:  

http://meet.hunter.church  

Otherwise, to join by phone,  
dial 02 9051 7421  
and enter this PIN: 989 349 764#  

Note: The last study will be on  
Wednesday Dec. 9th. as there will  
be no studies during the school 
holidays.  

Ladies Bible Study 

Note:  
There are no Ladies Bible 
studies until further notice             

          



 In times of great trouble and trials, in times of great afflictions 
and persecutions, private prayer is the Christian’s food and drink. It is 
their chief city of refuge or shelter and hiding place in a stormy day. 
When the saints have been driven by violent persecutions into holes and 
caves, dens, deserts and howling wildernesses, private prayer has been 
their food and drink. Under Christ it has been their only refuge. 

 When Esau came forth with hostile intentions against Jacob, 
secret prayer was Jacob’s refuge (Genesis 32:6-9, 11). He recalls God’s 
promises, they must be prayed over in private. When Jacob and all that 
was near and dear to him, were in eminent danger of being cut off by 
Esau and the men of blood that were with him, he takes himself to 
private prayer as his only city of refuge against the rage and malice of 
the mighty. 

 When Jeremiah was in a solitary and loathsome dungeon, private 
prayer was his food and drink, it was his only city of refuge (Jeremiah 
33:1-3). God encourages him by private prayer, to seek for further 
revelations of those choice and unique favours, which He purposed to 
confer on His people in future times.

 When Manasseh was in chains, in his enemies’ country, when 
he was stripped of all his princely glory and led captive into Babylon, 
he takes himself to private prayer as his only City of refuge (2 
Chronicles 33:11-13). By this means he prevails with God for his 
restoration to his crown and kingdom. 

 Private prayer is a city of refuge that no power nor politics, no 
craft nor cruelty, no violence nor force is ever able to overcome. 
Though the joint prayers of the people of God together were often 
obstructed and hindered in the times of the ten persecutions (of the 
early Church), yet they were never able to obstruct or hinder secret 
prayer. 

 When men and devils have done their worst, every Christian 
will be able to maintain his private trade with heaven. Private prayer 
will shelter a christian against all the national, domestic, and personal 
storms and tempests, that may threaten him. 

 When a man is lying upon a sick bed alone, or when a man is in 
prison alone, or when a man is left on the dunghill alone like Job. Or 
when a man is like John banished for the testimony of Jesus into this 
or that Island alone, private prayer will be his food and drink, his 
shelter and hiding place, his heaven. When all other trades fail, this 
trade of private prayer will hold good.

Private Prayer is the Christian's 
Strongest Refuge in Trouble

BY THOMAS BROOKS 

  


